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An Account of fom of the "Natural things , with which the Intel - 
ligent and Inquifitive Signor Paulo Boccone, of Sicily, hath 
lately prefented the Royal Society, and enriched their Repoji- 
torj. 

A Mongft the many curiofities, making up this handfom 
Prelentj we (hall here particularly take notice of theic 
following: 

1. Of the un-common pieces of Coral red and white; of 
both which feme are ramified in lolid mafly bodies; others 
(the rarer fort,) are Gorallin incruftations upon truly wood- 
den and brarehy fticks,and do terminate in fmall and tender 
Coraliin buttons or flowers 3 infome of which the Prefenter 
affirm’d to have, upon fqueezing them,found a laoleous Juice. 
Himfelf having been prefent at the Coral-fifhing in theChan- 
nel of Jltejfina, which feparates Calabria from Sicily, relates in 
a letterof his, written on that fubjeft to Signor Marchettij 
Profefiorofthe Mathematiquesat Pifa } that, beforetheCo- 
ral-fi£her$ drew their nets out of the water, he imtnerfed 
his hand and arm into the Sea to feel, whether the Coral was 
fbft under the water before it was drawn up into the air, and 
found it altogether hard, except the round end, above-men¬ 
tioned under the name of button; which having been bruifed 
with his nails, he found it made up of five or fix little cells, 
lull ofa white and fomewhat mucilaginous liquor,refembling 
that milky Juice, found in Summer in the long cods of the 
herb, call’d Fluvialupijlanafoliis denticulate^ fpoken of by 
Job.Bauhinus, This Coraliin juice he calls Leven, becaufe 
having tafted it himfelf, as well as the Mariners did, they 
always found it of a fharpand adftringent tafte, in fuch pie¬ 
ces as came recently out of the Sea; thofe that are dried 
loofing that part of the tafte which is acrimonious, and re¬ 
taining only thar which is adftringent: Which change of 
tafte he affirms to be made in about fix hours after the Ccral 
hath been drawn up; in which time aftbthefaid Leven, that 
is soclofed in the pores, is dried, and hath changed its co¬ 
lour. He inclines ftrongly to the opinion cf thofe who con- 
ctive,thst the long concoftion of the ferment fixes the parts, 
and produces the red colour, efpecially beiog near to the 
hard corai,aod the red vermillion,which furrounds it, 
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This Obferver, having, engaged the ingetuous Monfieut 
Guifopty to impart to him his thoughts concerning that famous 
QueftiorijW^etier Coral be a Vegetable , received for anfvver. 
That’tis fb far from being a Plant, that’tis ameer Mineral, 
compofed of much Salt and a little Earth; and that ’tis form’d 
into that fubftaucc by a precipitation of divers Salts, that en- 
fues upon the encounter of the Earth with thole Salts; after 
the manner of the known MetalliqueTree, which in a very 
little time is form’d and increafcd by the fetling and combina¬ 
tion of Mercury and Silver, diflblv’d in 4qua fortis^ and after¬ 
wards caft into common water; the parts of this Mineral and 
Metal joining thetnfelves to one another. Which thing alfo 
happens infome fubterraneous Grotto’s,where by a continual 
and long fall of water-drops many forts of figures, and, a- 
mongft them, fhapes of little trees are formed. This feotb 
ment he confirms by alledging,that he can (hew a Salt of Co* 
raljwhich.being caft into water,and there diflolved, upon the 
evaporation of that water by a gentle heat is prelently coa¬ 
gulated, and converted into ftore of fmall fticks, refembling 
a little forrefh 

!♦ A certain ftony fnbftance, that is fiflile, and hath the 
fcentof bitumen^ complicated and laid together membran¬ 
like, and found in the Hyblean mountains of Sicily, near Mi- 
lelliy neighbouring upon the town of AuguHa , and the ancient 
Af'gara ♦ Being burnt in a Candle, the bituminous fmell will 
(oon be perceived; and \is affirm’d,that this ftony body, be¬ 
ing recently fever’d from Its mioe and bed, is flexible like pa¬ 
per; but being long txpofed to the Air and Sun, becomes 
irangible. And the herbs, that grow on this ftoue.do infinti- 
ate their fibers and roots between the feveral coats of the 
fame. It may defcrve to have its ufes examined, there be¬ 
ing found whole hillocks cover'd with it. 

3. A not otdimr yfaugui-fugaot Leech, found flicking fa ft 
inthefifh called Xiphias or Sword-fiffi,flightly mention’d by 
Gefner in his book cle AquAtilibm i and Johujicn' in hh buck Ae 
Pifci bur, ♦ Our Prefecter gives it the name llmulo or Acm 
caudii utr tuque pennata, bccaufe of its working it feif into the 
flefh.aud fucking the bicod of the faid Fifb.He defedbes if to 
be of about four inches long; the belly of it white^c-rnilagt- 
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ttous and tranfparent 5 without eyes or head (that he could 
obi'erve,} but in (lead of a head,it hath a hollow fooutencotn- 
paffed with a very hard membrane, differing in colour and 
(ubflance from the belly, which fnout it thrufts whole into 
the body 1 of the filb, (as ftrongly as an auger is wound into a 
piece of wood,) and fills it full of blood unto the very ori¬ 
fice. It hath a tail fhaped like a feather, ferving for its moti¬ 
on,and,under it, two filaments or (lender fibres, longer than 
the.whole Inteft,whereby, it (eems, it clings about (tones or 
herbs,and (licks the cloter in the body of the Sword-fifh $ of 
which it attacks thote parts ooly, where the fins of the fifh 
cannot touch or trouble it, the Obferver affirming, that he 
hath often found it (licking in the back and in the belly, and 
(otnetiroes clote to the head,fometimes clofe to the tail of that 
fifhjbut always far enough from the fins. Within its belly he 
noted fome ve(Iels,like finall guts,reaching from one end of it 
to the other, which by the prefiure of his nail he made reach 
to the orifice of thefaout, whence they retired back ofthem- 
fclves to their natural feituation 3 they teeming to be the in- 
firuments for fucking the blood, becaule the fnout is in it (elf 
an empty part^deflitute of fibres and valves to draw and fuck 
with 3 whereasthefe' veftels have a motion refetnbling that of 
a pump,in which the fnout of this animal fervesfora fucker, 
drawing the blood from one end to the other: And the belly 
of this [nfedt being framed ring-wife, the (Irufture ferves to 
thruft the (aid inner vtftels unto theorifice of the trunk, and 
to draw’ them back again. This creature as it torments the 
Swordfifh, fo it is,by our Obfervers relation,vexed it felf by 
another Infefr, which he calls a Lovrfe, of an afh colour, faflned 
towards the tail of this Leech as fermly, as a tea*(nail is to a 
rock.’Tis of the bignefs of a pea.aod hath an opening,whence 
come out many icaall winding and hairy threds. It hath not 
been cbterved, (as iar as our Author could learn,) 
to trouble, or to be upon, any other animal than this 
Leech. 

4. A parcel of Sal Armoniac , brought away from Sicily, 
where it had been gather’d in the late fiery Eruption of 
Mount AEtna, having been there found copioufly,fome days 
afer that the fire was extinguiftu, upon the furface of that 

fer- 



( 6161 ) 

ferruginous matter which was left of the burnt mineraU.This 
Salt, he faith, was fome of it a 9 yellow as faffron, feme like ci< 
iron-colour, lome white, and fome greeoilh $ which colors 
though they may feem to come from the feveral forts of Mints 
of Iron,Brafs,&o whence theSalt ifluesjyet confideriog theEx- 
periment made with it by Signor Borelli in his Hiftory of the 
late Burning of Mina (of which an Account was given in 
Mw»£.7y*ofthefe Traits,) it was a Fa&itious Salt, fuch as is 
fold in (hops, being a concrete of Niter, Sulphur and Vitriol 
burnt and fublimcd. For, it (eems, when he found fo great 
a plenty of this Salt, and had heard, that the force of Gun¬ 
powder was highly increaled by the mixture of SalArmoniac , 
and thence conceived, that this Salt might have much con¬ 
tributed to the conflagration of this Mountain, and to the 
fufion of the fabulous,and the fluxing of the vitreous matter \ 
he, for a tryal, added fome of this Sal Armoniac to pulveri- 
fed fulphur and niter, but found, to his amazement, that it 
was fo far from being kindled by fire, that it manifeftly hun¬ 
dred the accenfion of theBrimftone and Salt-pcter, which 
were even extinguifh’t by it as if water had been powr’d on 
them: And the fame happen’d, upon the addition of pow¬ 
der’d coals, wont to be mix’d in common gun-powder. 
Which Experiment, he adds, made him fufpeft, that this Sal 
Armoniac , found about AEtna, had not been exiftent in thofe 
caverns from the beginning, but that ’tis factitious, as was 
hinted above. 

For the other particulars of this Prefent, confiding of 
many Figur'd Stones, shells , Glojjd-petras, Fijhetj Plant s,Jldi - 
Bez<>4>v/f of Sicily, &c j we (hall oot here enlarge upon 
them, as being already deferibed ii many Authors. 
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